
Personality of the week: Abel Boreto is the co-founder of kikao64, a co-working space 

The shift towards remote 
working may be permanent 
========,..-
BY JAMES kAHONGEH 

I
n 101◄, Abel quit his job at 
Bloomberg,apinst ~ Oum 
JlunlJyandl'nmds,andrdocated 
to Kenya u,oo-fbund a cbiry rom
pmy. Whik> tha 11aiture was not 
hugely $1.K'cessfW, It otl'tted him 

valuable insights mto the mtre
preneurshapwortd.Heco-b.mded 
Kikao64in2020. 

1Aot.1fn, )'OUr Job ot atoombttg 
U.'Cd a bold fflOl.'I". M'ff'Eff'I )'OU -lgrewupinaruralsettmg,and 
that w.u lhe reason I chose ag
n'bus1ness.. In my 5Ct0nd year at 
Hatv.ud unive~I took a course 
tnught by renowned political Mi
tnct Pn:JttsKJr Robert ~tes .... iudl 
oovercd topics on the political 
cconom','in runll ,,.fnca md,spe
of'lcal~the politiaofagriru}tur
al developmerit and food ~ty 
Thi1 detour hf'lped me under
Mand how bu.Jines.M'3 art" run, 
and how rural and low-mrome 
tt0n001iafunctkln. 

HCIL.'f! you slnt~ found your 
~h!/1,/p/attf 

Ve.I am happ.ly lrving my pur
,,.,.. byrontnbuting to my local 
community and !Upporun& Ow 
start-up ttosystcm m Eldor~ 
and Kenyaatlargr. 

WhatisKi"°"'41 

It u a modffll co-wortong space 
and lncubabonhublilrtheffllffl" 
11\g !echMlofy oommunity in FJ
doret The hub 1$ a meeting potnl 
tbr budding ffll~ tech· 
plTMUI"$, $1.Udenu, tt:$(':lrthers, 
deMgnen.,pn:.wanunen,non-pn:>t-
11 ~~llWSand ath...... 
WhfflisKib..Ji.4'1ml»ion1 

My partners and I sw,ed It With 
1he aim o(bnnging opportun111cs 
closer IOlhepeoplcdfJdon.1..We 
HMSIOned a lpate wht"' ambl
hOW profenlO!lals and students 
could connect, collaborate, shMe ; 
knawlrdge and Mk.u.and thrnT : 
logt'lhtt. We abo saw an opponu- · 
rutyton~aVlbr.anlcommu- · 
rutyalmotr.,;itcdand hu-mmded 
indJvictuals.to tnnsfonn the foT. 
tunesoftheNorthfW'trrp:,n. 

In what u,oys fs o co-u.-ort.-ln, 
spa« MftlfT tl'ton an ontrnary -C,:-.O.working1p;tmmablemml-
bentoronn«1wilhadivrne~ 
or indMduals, to incl'("ast their 
p1xt1Ktivityandcrmtivny.D\uing 
lhi5 Corid·19 period.many proM
s1onals att worting from home. 
whic.h hm1ts how much 1hey · 
COIUla:1. With othen,. A ClMliOrt• 
ing space eliminates this brnin .. 

'. ~spaces.ueal.soc0:st-tffec· 
: tive and provide greater flexibili· 
· ryas~aJbuilt-inboslness!IJp
: por1!ieMCt$.Thcyal,oromt'wilh 
: perl(s such as fret intcmtt cooncc
. boll and refmhmenu. 

: birpopibwtobrandonr'Jbwi
: nus In a sha:mt spa«f 

) Absolutely We IIYl' Ill an ITICl'US• 

: 1ng)y diytaJ world WMre you can 
'. buildabrandentirdyonhnewith
: out h.Mng a phyua.l k>cation. A 
: p:>Ode:umpleofthislS!hec:meJI· 

ill! doucb (ghoit) kitchen buSI· 
· ness model wh.Jch enables res· 
; tiurant ownm to D)51.-efficiently 
: .si.utavirtua.lfooddeti\,:rybrand 
. without having 10 set up aw own 
; physkalrestaurantspace. 

: What lessons can employrrs 
: tframjhwn this dtparlurejh)m 
'. trodirional~K1~ps1 

• Yo... igcmployeesyeamft>rflex• 
ibll' a, lCt tl'mlM.•ly designed wort 

j ~thalhi!Yt'adr.-mt~"<rt 
: or profeulonals. This h because 
• aJChspacrsallowrcgularnetwcd· 

ing snsiom and ttamwort, en• 
: ~ produnMty and aeallv• 

1tigene,-aJ11oYllnr!,sandwort:•hf~ 
balancf'. nus h.u been the trend 
1n the we.s1ern wotld, bul 11 lS fnt 

'. ca«:hingonhe-re.Emplo,,-mnetd 
: 10 prov>de flexible work fflYU'Ofl' 
; ments if they~ to attract and 
: retainlhebestt.alenl. 

) Olhl'r lhon Q/Jlttt spatt, wtw:11 
: ochtr~do$Ull'l""Pffbtt 
:bcts«fonyo1.tr~ 

Att:ess to ad~uate upital and 
top uknt, proh1bur~ regulauons, 
ltnuted busineM SUpp()rt ~ 
and lackofmenl.Onlup. 

What don tMJ\,tureQ(u.'Of't' 
looklikd 

~106Uy,remot~The~ 
demic h11$ ~ler.ued the move 
toWa.n:b a d«t11trah-«I aod flex. 
1ble worbng envuonment. It has 
revealed that empl(Jy«,can be as 
pnxluctr.e 11o'Ortl.ng remotely u 
they are wtule wortang Ill the of 
Hee. The prolonged JW)denuc pe
riod has pmhed m;my a,mp;uues 
to reduct'thor rented office~ 

: tosawoncosu.111isstut'tl0wnall· 
ttornootfn1p;,c:ecouldbrpe!"
""""'l 

Aside from your corttr. whQI 
dst en )UU proud obout1 

It 11ve1 me great saudxUO:n 10 
inspire, nK'ntor and wppon as· 
pmng ffllttprffiNn through my 
Slor)l Additionally, I ha .. ~ nnan 
cia.lty supported 5e'ffl'l.l loludena 
through sehooL Worbng to uplift 
tM tt0nomic statw ofmy com• 
murutyhumblt'Smt' 

Jkgitau@ke.nationmedia.com 


